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20 day Completely Namibia - Standard Accommodation Self Drive 2018 
Windhoek - Mariental - Fish River Canyon - Aus - Sossusvlei  - Swakopmund & Coastal Strip - Twyfelfontein - 

Sesfontein - Kunene - Ovamboland - Etosha East - Etosha National Park - Etosha South - Okonjima Nature Reserve 

20 Days / 19 Nights 

Group Size: 2-4 

Reference: 20 day CN Stand SD2018 

Date of Issue: 05 February 2018 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 
  

http://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/9781DF9A-415C-924D-2A57-B95CF86B9FC2
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Introduction 
This self-drive includes most of the highlights of Namibia, from the vast landscapes of the south and Fish River 

Canyon to the main draw card of Sossusvlei dunes.  From here head to the coastal town of Swakopmund and 

Skeleton Coast and continue as far north to Epupa falls bordering Angola where the river casts an oasis like feel in 

the harsh desert.  Naturally Namibia’s greatest game park – Etosha is included before returning to the capital city via 

Okonjima and the AfriCat Foundation.  The trip can also be offered as a camping option 

 

 

Key 

B&B: Bed and breakfast 

D, B&B: Dinner, bed and breakfast 

 

Price 
2018 Rates - manual vehicles unless stated 

 

Accommodation Destination Nights Basis  

The Elegant Guesthouse Windhoek 1 B&B  

Kalahari Anib Lodge Gondwana Collection 

Namibia 

Mariental 1 B&B  

Canyon Roadhouse Gondwana Collection 

Namibia 

Fish River Canyon 1 B&B  

Klein-Aus Vista Desert Horse Inn Gondwana 

Collection Namibia 

Aus 2 B&B  

Elegant Desert Lodge Sossusvlei  2 D, B&B  

Cornerstone Guesthouse Swakopmund & Coastal 

Strip 

2 B&B  

Twyfelfontein Country Lodge Twyfelfontein 1 D, B&B  

Khowarib Lodge and Safaris Sesfontein 2 D, B&B  

Epupa Falls Lodge Kunene 2 D, B&B  

Ongula Village Homestead Lodge Ovamboland 1 D, B&B  

Namutoni Resort Etosha East 1 B&B  

Halali Resort Etosha National Park 1 B&B  

Taleni Etosha Village Etosha South 1 D, B&B  

Okonjima Plains Camp Okonjima Nature 

Reserve 

1 D, B&B  

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_31966
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_31966
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_4033
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_4033
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_24186
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_24186
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_21613
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_1563
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_29199
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_1593
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_10516
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_8727
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Price per person to Chameleon with Bidvest Car Rental  

Based on 2 people sharing with a 4x4 Nissan X-trail or similar - auto 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$40,635 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$44,445 

Discounted rates apply from 1 November 2017-28 February 2018 – please enquire 

Based on 4 people sharing with a 4x4 Nissan X-trail auto or similar 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$34,035 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$37,180 

Discounted rates apply from 1 November 2017-28 February 2018 – please enquire 

Based on 2 people sharing with a 4x4 Double Cab 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$40,985 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$44,805 

Discounted rates apply from 1 November 2017-28 February 2018 – please enquire 

Based on 4 people sharing with a 4x4 Double Cab 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$34,210 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$37,355 

Discounted rates apply from 1 November 2017-28 February 2018 – please enquire 

OR 

Price per person to Chameleon with Namibia Car Rental  

Based on 2 people sharing with a 4x4 Fortuner auto 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$44,585 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$50,655 

Based on 4 people sharing with a 4x4 Fortuner auto 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$36,010 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$40,280 

Based on 2 people sharing with a 4x4 Double Cab 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$43,185 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$48,455 

Based on 4 people sharing with a 4x4 Double Cab 

Low Season (01/11/17 - 30/06/18) N$35,310 

High Season (01/07/18 - 31/10/18) N$39,180 

Single supplement N$6,920 

Prices valid to 31 October 2018 

Please note that the N$ is fixed to the South African Rand on a 1/1 basis 

Included 
Accommodation as per itinerary;  meals as stated; VAT; tourism levy; car rental as indicated;  1 x activity at 

Okonjima; e-med evacuation insurance  

Bidvest Car Rental - zero excess:  

Includes: Unlimited kms, Super CDW, Super theft loss waiver; Stamp duty, VAT; airport surcharge; map, inbound 

guide; tyre & windscreen cover & 1 spare wheel 
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Namibia Car Rental – zero excess 

Includes: 15% VAT, unlimited kilometres; collision damage waiver; standard tools; second driver; 2 x spare wheels; 

airport transfers; map; tourism levy; stamp duty; tyre and windshield cover 

Excluded 
International and other flights; visas; fuel; additional meals and optional activities; personal insurance; 

tips/gratuities; items of a personal nature; curios; entry fees to parks and places of interest; extras for car hire as 

indicated below, etc 

Park entry fees:  N$80/person/day and N$10/vehicle day – subject to change. Note; NWR will request a key deposit 

of N$500 which is refundable when you check out and hand over the key; gates open/close at sunrise/sunset and 

visitors must be in their camp or have exited the park  

Bidvest Car Rental 

Excludes: Rental deposit N$2980; contract fee N$84; fuel; additional driver per rental N$368; young driver surcharge 

N$368 per day (18-20 yrs); fine handling fee N$315; claim handling fee N$893; Assessors fee in event damage is 

greater than N$5000 N$945/incident; baby seat/booster seat N$393/rental; GPS unit N$90/day (deposit N$1000); 

jerry can N$362/rental (plus refundable deposit of N$110); second spare wheel N$221day and deposit of N$1100; 

delivery/collection fee during office hours – Within 25km N$441; Further than 25km N$441 + N$16/km. After hours 

– Within 25km N$882; Further than 25km N$882 + N$16/km; water/sand/and undercarriage damage renters 

account; hail damage N$61/day; towing charges if not mechanical renters account; no show fees – 2 days rental 

charge; fuel; lost keys surcharge N$690 + replacement of keys; valet service (only if car excessively dirty) - renter 

account; damage to equipment - renter account; towing - mechanical (Bidvest); towing - accident - renter account 

Note:  Bidvest Car Rental has offices both in Windhoek City Centre and also at the International Airport – you are able 

to collect and drop your vehicle at either/both destinations to suit you 

Namibia Car Rental 

Excludes: Refundable vehicle deposit (N$2000); contract fee N$75/rental; fuel, overdue rental admin fee N$550; 

claim admin fee; fines and fine handling fee  N$250/incident;  sand, water and undercarriage damage;  tyre sidewall 

damage insurance N$75; cross border permits to Botswana, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe - N$550; Young 

driver (main driver should be 25 years) N$100/day; baby/booster seat N$450/rental; one way fees;  tow in /recovery 

service if not mechanical; lost key call out fee N$8/km; GPS rental N$95/day; additional airport transfers (1 free of 

charge each way); unscheduled late/early delivery/collection fee within 25km and outside normal office hours 

N$350; delivery/collection fee for vehicle at Windhoek International Airport N$400; car cleaning fee for excessive 

dirt N$990 or actual if more; refuelling cost (actual); 12v compressor N$400/rental; first aid kit N$350/rental; fuel 

canister N$65; water canister N$65; fire extinguisher N$350; sat phone (usage approx N$25/min- client account) 

N$130/day;  

Note:  Namibia Car Rental has its office in Windhoek City Centre – they are able to provide airport transfers for you 

(inclusive of rates 1 x return transfer) 

Day 1:  The Elegant Guesthouse, Windhoek   
 

Day Itinerary 

Upon arrival at Windhoek, transfer to the city and from here onto The Elegant Guesthouse for your first night. 

Depending on time, perhaps wander around the city or join a sunset horse ride, this afternoon or tomorrow morning 

you will meet a tour consultant who will go through your trip and answer any last-minute questions you may have. 

Overnight on a bed and breakfast twin share room basis, with all other meals at client’s own expense.  Transfer drive 

40 mins to city plus time to collect vehicle/complete paperwork.  Note that The Elegant does not have an evening 

restaurant facility 
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Windhoek is Namibia’s capital, home to an international airport and a plethora of restaurants, shops, entertainment 

venues and accommodation options. The city is clean, safe and well-organised, with a colonial legacy that is reflected 

in its many German eateries and shops, and the widespread use of the German language - though English is the 

official language.  The city has an interesting mix of historical architecture and modern buildings, many of which are 

worth a look, including the Alte Feste (Old Fort), the 1896 Christuskirche (Christ Church), and the more 

contemporary Supreme Court. It's not a city to linger though - generally one or two nights is sufficient. 

 

Overnight: The Elegant Guesthouse   

Situated in the up-market residential area of Klein Windhoek, this modern guesthouse consists of 6 comfortable en-

suite double rooms with ensuite facilities, tea/coffee facilities, safe and tv. There's a comfy lounge area, honesty bar, 

dining and outdoor area to relax around the swimming pool.  An informal destination and ideal for an overnight 

destination in the capital city.  It's just a few minutes away from shops and infamous Joe's Beerhouse. 

 
 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 2:  Kalahari Anib Lodge Gondwana Collection Namibia, Mariental   
 

Day Itinerary 

This morning (after breakfast), collect your rental vehicle and head south onto the red dunes of the Kalahari Basin, 

where you’ll overnight at Kalahari Anib Lodge in a twin share room on a bed and breakfast basis, all other meals will 

be at client’s own expense.  If time permits perhaps join an optional guided nature drive around the reserve to look 

out for some of the desert adapted wildlife.  Approx 3hours drive from city 
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Situated in south central Namibia, fringing the Kalahari Desert, the city of Mariental lies along the TransNamib 

railway and serves as the Hardap Region’s commercial and administrative capital. It provides an important petrol 

stop before heading west to Sesriem to view the red-orange dunes of Sossusvlei. Mariental is located close to 

magnificent the Hardap Dam, which is the largest reservoir in Namibia. The Hardap Irrigation Scheme has breathed 

life into this arid terrain, which is now fertile with farmlands covered in citrus, melons, lucerne, wine and maize, and 

dotted with ostrich farms. The dam is a popular holiday resort which draws city slickers from Windhoek and offers an 

array of watersports, scenic walks, and abundant wildlife in a 20000-hectare nature reserve set on its western bank; 

where visitors can spot rhino, ostrich, antelope, springbok and a variety of bird species. 

 

Overnight: Kalahari Anib Lodge Gondwana Collection Namibia  View iBrochure 

Kalahari Anib Lodge lies like a lush green oasis in the midst of red Kalahari dunes. The restaurant and chalets are 

arranged around a shaded courtyard with a large swimming pool. 36 rooms with a private veranda are available for 

tour groups. For individual travellers there are 19 rooms, set slightly apart, with views of the open savannah and 

with a separate swimming pool. Located about 30km northeast of Mariental the lodge makes for a perfect stopover 

on the way south. All rooms are en-suite with safe, air-con/heater, and free wifi. This is an excellent value option 

 
 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 3:  Canyon Roadhouse Gondwana Collection Namibia, Fish River Canyon  
 

Day Itinerary 

Leave Kalahari Anib after breakfast and drive south to Fish River Canyon, perhaps stop and wander around the 

Quiver Tree Forest (traditionally used by the Bushman to hold their quivers – hence the name) and Giants 

Playground – a large group of granite boulders, before continuing onto Canyon Roadhouse, situated in the privately 

owned Gondwana Canyon Park, located 20km from the main viewpoint of the amazing Fish River Canyon. The 

canyon is regarded as one of the largest in the world and you can walk along the rim enjoying the spectacular vistas, 

there is an information centre and main viewpoint to sit and relax at, as well as several spots accessible by vehicle to 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_31966
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appreciate the views further. Note you are not able to climb down to the base. Optional activities include guided 

walks, canyon tours, and sundowner drives. Overnight in twin share room on a bed and breakfast basis, all other 

meals will be at client’s expense.  Approx 4-5hours - additional time if diverting to Quiver Tree Forest en-route to 

Canyon Roadhouse 

 

The country's most spectacular geological site and generally regarded as the main highlight of the "Deep South" is 

the Fish River Canyon. The famous ravine - reputed to be the second largest in the world, lies in the lower reaches of 

Namibia's longest river - The Fish. Over millions of years, it continues to evolve and is 161km long, up to 27km wide 

and up to 550m deep. 

 

Overnight: Canyon Roadhouse Gondwana Collection Namibia  View iBrochure 

Due to its elaborate décor Canyon Roadhouse has acquired a sort of cult status in Namibia: the good old days of the 

automobile are celebrated in the theme restaurant and bar. Enjoy a slice of the legendary Amarula cheesecake 

among coachwork arranged with loving care. The geology, flora, fauna and history of the area are explained on 

display boards at the Canyon Information Centre. Situated directly on the road to the Fish River Canyon, 14 km from 

the gate to the viewing points, Canyon Roadhouse offers 24 immaculate en-suite rooms with air conditioning, a 

swimming pool and a petrol station. 

 
 

Quiver Tree Forest 

Some 14 kilometres from Keetmanshoop is a striking natural phenomenon that is well worth a visit: a natural forest 

of roughly 200 quiver trees, set on a large outcrop of blackish dolerite rocks. Named for the pliable bark that was 

once used by bushmen to craft quivers for their arrows, quiver trees are in fact not trees at all, but unusually large 

succulents with scaly bark and twisted branches topped with spiky, fleshy leaves. The most mature specimens here 

are between 200 and 300 years old, and some measure as high as nine metres. The forest, which was declared a 

national monument in 1955, is best viewed at sunrise or sunset, when the soft, warm light further enhances this 

already captivating sight.  

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_4033
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Day 4-5:  Klein-Aus Vista Desert Horse Inn Gondwana Collection Namibia, Aus 

  
 

Day Itinerary 

Onward to one of the best kept secrets of Namibia - Klein Aus, a truly beautiful spot, situated on the edge of the 

desert with endless views of open plains and mountains. You’ll be based here for 2 nights and have time for optional 

activities. Enjoy self-guided hikes or mountain bike trails (bikes available for hire) in the Aus Mountains, join the 

lodge for a guided excursion in the surrounding area, or take a self-guided day trip to Luderitz to visit Kolmanskop 

Ghost Town, a tribute to the diamond mining of the past and explore this rugged and desolate coastline where you 

can look out for African penguins!  En route back to Klein Aus stop at the waterhole and hide of the horses of the 

Namib, one of only 2 or 3 truly recognised wild herds of horses in the world and be amazed at how they survive in 

this harsh environment. Your two nights will be in a twin share chalet on a bed and breakfast basis, all other meals 

will be at client’s expense. Approx 4-5hours 

 

Perched above the plains of the Namib Desert and tucked away in the rocky Aus Mountains, the small village of Aus 

is located in the ǁKaras Region in southern Namibia. The arid surrounding landscape is known for its unique botanical 

diversity. Aus serves as an excellent base from which to explore the area and to view the main attraction: the feral 

horses of the Namib Desert, which run wild and free in the sparsely vegetated plains. Catch a glimpse of these wild 

desert-adapted creatures at the water trough at Garub just twenty kilometres away from the village. Visitors can 

explore the Succulent Karoo with a visit to the beautiful Gondwana Sperrgebiet Rand Park, home to the most 

biodiverse desert in the world, and take a scenic hike to discover fascinating indigenous fauna and flora. Don't miss 

the opportunity to camp under the clear Namibian night sky and view the vast desert landscape on horseback.  

 

Overnight: Klein-Aus Vista Desert Horse Inn Gondwana Collection Namibia  View iBrochure 

Located in the Aus Mountains at 1,400m above sea level, Klein Aus is famed for its grand vistas of mountain scenery 

and sweeping desert plains overlooking Sperrgebiet - the former Forbidden Diamond region of Namibia. The main 

lodge is home to evocative Wild Horse Bar and restaurant (where you can dine inside or outside), or the cosy 

fireplace in the lounge - great on the chilly winter evenings. There's a curio shop and a swimming pool. Desert Horse 

Inn rooms consist of 24 spacious and tastefully decorated en suite semi-detached chalets, each with a patio, fridge, 

tea/coffee station, internet and air con; and are closest to the main lodge facilities 

Activities at Klein Aus include unguided hiking trails (1-5hours), mountain biking, sunset nature drives and half/full 

days excursions around the Gondwana Reserve. It's a great base to explore and enjoy a day trip Luderitz and 

Kolmanskop Ghost Town, as well as the nearby and famous herd of Wild Desert Horses. 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_24186
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Kolmanskop 

Amongst the sands of the Namib, the crumbling buildings of a small, once-luxurious town emerge from the drifting 

dunes. This ghost town is Kolmanskop, a reminder of the wealth of a time when diamonds could be picked by hand 

from the desert, and a remarkable photographic opportunity with few equals anywhere on earth.  

 

Luderitz 

This coastal town is something of an anomaly – a piece of 19th century Bavaria bordering the pinkish sand dunes of 

the Namib Desert. Lutheran churches, German bakeries and colonial buildings are dotted about the settlement, 

while its windswept beaches are home to flamingos, ostriches, seals and penguins. The nearby ghost town of 

Kolmanskop is one of the most fascinating area attractions, located approximately 10 kilometres from Luderitz 

central. Back in 1908 a railway worker found a sparkling stone and handed it to his supervisor - this stone (a 

diamond) started a frantic rush as fortune hunters came in search for wealth.  The town grew - fresh water was 

bought up from South Africa, and a German culture prevailed - a bowling alley, a competition for "Miss Kolmanskop" 

was held, Southern Africa’s first x-ray machine came from here and over 1100 people lived here - no mean feat 

considering the harshness of the desert 

The Luderitz Peninsula has a varied coastline, sandy beaches, Agate Beach (famous for its agates no less!) rocky 

shores, Bogenfels (rock arch), a penguin colony and seal colonies.  Jackals roam the area along with brown hyena, 

springbok and other adapted species.  You can drive around the Peninsula but to get into the Sperrgebiet area you'll 

need a local operator to take you.   However, it’s not a place to sit on the beach and enjoy the sunshine, the wind 

howls, the air is chilly as Benguela Current serves this region from Antarctica (that explains the penguins).  

 

Wild Horses of the Namib 

Fighting for a life in freedom they hold an irresistible fascination: the Wild Horses of the Namib in south-western 

Namibia. For centuries their origin was shrouded in mystery. Their habitat, the barren plains around Garub on the 
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eastern fringe of the Namib Desert, is no paradise; nevertheless they have managed to adapt to the harsh 

conditions. Their forebears, once in the service of man, gained freedom for themselves: a life in the vastness of the 

Namib, away from human civilization, according to the rules of their own horse society. Perhaps this is the reason for 

the fascination of thousands of visitors every year. Plans for moving the herd to farms have been discarded by now: 

it has been decided that also in future the horses’ place is in Namib Naukluft Park. 

 
 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 6-7:  Elegant Desert Lodge, Sossusvlei    
 

Day Itinerary 

Enjoy the stunning scenery as you drive to Elegant Desert Lodge, this afternoon relax or take part in an optional  

sundowner drive at Desert Lodge, or sunset horse ride at a nearby lodge. The following day rise early to be at the 

Sesriem Gate at sunrise (around 30-40mins away) venturing into the dune fields drive to the 2x4 car park (it’s around 

60km from Sesriem Gate) and the last 5km are 4x4 only, we do not recommend you drive this yourselves unless you 

are experienced 4x4 drivers and at the car park you can take a shuttle or walk the final section to Sossusvlei. If you 

are lucky and Namibia has received excellent rains you may find water in the area and enjoy seeing a lake in the 

desert. Ensure you visit nearby Dead Vlei, where the ancient and skeletal camel thorn trees stand on the white pan 

with the backdrop of orange sand dunes and blue sky - a photographer’s delight. On your back to the lodge stop at 

the famous Dune 45 and Sesriem Canyon. Your two night will be in a twin share room on a dinner, bed and breakfast 

basis, all other meals will be at client’s expense. Approx 4-5hours to lodge.  Elegant Desert Lodge to Sesriem gate 

40mins. Sesriem to 2x4 car park is approx. 1hour 

 

Sossusvlei is where you will find the iconic red sand dunes within the Namib Naukluft National Park. The clear blue 

skies contrast with the giant red sand dunes to make this one of the natural wonders of Africa and a photographers' 

heaven. Perhaps the most iconic is the stunning Dead Vlei where the dazzling white clay pan is punctuated by 

skeletons of ancient camel-thorn trees, and set against the backdrop of the apricot dunes. Aside from the attractions 

at Sossusvlei - Dune 45, Hiddenvlei, Big Daddy and Elim's Dune - other attractions in the area include the Sesriem 
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Canyon and Namib-Naukluft National Park, where the mountains of the Namib meet its plains and a great hiking 

destination. 

 

Overnight: Elegant Desert Lodge   

Formerly known as Betesda Lodge and now under new management, this is a good option for overnight 

accommodation when visiting the Namib Desert. Located close to Sossusvlei and Sesriem Canyon and just 40 km 

from Sesriem Gate. Soft furnishings have already been completed and a newer- brighter upgrade is to come.  There's 

a swimming pool, dining and lounge area, with wifi.  Activities include guided trips to Sossusvlei, quad bike 

excursions and afternoon sundowner/scenic drives. 

 
 

Dead Vlei 

This ancient clay pan was once an oasis, studded with acacias and fed by a river that suddenly changed course, 

leaving the earth to dry up along with the trees it previously supported. So dry were the climatic conditions that the 

trees never decomposed – instead they were entirely leached of moisture so that today, 900 years later, they remain 

as desiccated, blackened sentinels dotting the pan’s cracked surface. Surrounded by the red-pink dunes of the 

Namib Desert, blue skies, a white-clay pan, they create a surreal spectacle that is a photographer's dream. 

 

Dune 45 

Dune 45 is located 45kms from the Sesriem gate, (and entrance to dunes), it is renowned for its elegant shape, which 

– along with its position close to the road – has earned it the distinction of ‘most photographed dune in the world’. 

Popular for sunrise, many people climb to gain a vantage point to watch the sun rise over the surrounding area and 

enjoy the changing colour of the dunes, at only 80 metres and featuring a much gentler gradient it is an easier climb 

than many of the other dunes found. 
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Sesriem Canyon 

Sesriem Canyon, a deep chasm carved through the rocks by water, is a striking natural feature of the area that is best 

explored on foot. Stony walls rise up sharply on both sides of the canyon, while birds roost in its crags and lizards 

dart along the ledges. The canyon’s name was coined when early settlers used it as a water source, using six lengths 

of leather (‘ses riem – six thongs) tied together to lower buckets into the water at the base of canyon. 

 
 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 8-9:  Cornerstone Guesthouse, Swakopmund & Coastal Strip   
 

Day Itinerary 

Drive through the desert to Swakopmund today, en-route stop at Walvis Bay to visit the lagoon, a protected 

RAMSAR wetland site, to see some of the many water birds including greater and lesser flamingos, pelicans, avocets, 

plovers and the endemic Damara tern. From here, it is a short coastal drive to the historic and adventure seaside 

town of Swakopmund, where there is the opportunity to join optional activities, perhaps take part in a marine cruise 

and experience the thrill of dolphins leaping out of the water along the boat and feed seals by hand; enjoy fresh 

oysters and champagne on the cruise – a great activity to enjoy. Alternatively, join a highly recommended half/full 

day trip to Sandwich Harbour or a scenic flight taking you over the southern desert and coastline where you’ll see 

dunes falling into the ocean, a shipwreck 200m inland and of course, the dunes of Sossusvlei region. For the more 

adventurous there is quad biking, sand boarding, kayaking, sky diving as well as options of desert tours.  In addition, 

there’s a safe beach for swimming, an interesting aquarium and museum or you may want to sit back and relax with 

a coffee and cake and watch the world go by. Overnight in twin room on a bed and breakfast basis, all other meals 

and activities at client’s expense.  Approx 5-6hours 

 

Founded in 1892 as the main harbour for German South West Africa, Swakopmund is often described as being more 

German than Germany. Now a seaside resort, Swakopmund is the capital of the Skeleton Coast tourism area and has 

plenty to keep visitors happy. The quirky mix of German and Namibian influences, colonial-era buildings and the cool 

sea breeze make it very popular and has a wide range of accommodation establishments, banks, restaurants/cafes 
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and shops. 

Along this stretch of coastline (Walvis Bay and Swakopmund) you can take part in a selection of activities sating the 

thirst of those seeking adrenaline adventures - sky diving, quad biking and sandboarding; or for the more leisurely a 

range of marine activities including kayaking and cruises. The coastal desert can also be explored with trips to 

Sandwich Harbour, or informative desert tours... There is a long list so just ask us! 

Walvis Bay is Namibia's major harbour town and the lagoon has prolific bird life including flamingos, pelicans as well 

as the breeding area for the endemic Damara tern - any bird enthusiast should make a stop here. 

Further north along this coastline - part of the Skeleton Coast, you'll find shipwrecks and the famous Cape Cross seal 

colony - one of the largest fur seal colonies in the area. 

 

Overnight: Cornerstone Guesthouse  View iBrochure 

Cornerstone Guesthouse is a small, private and peaceful bed and breakfast an easy walk to the ocean and the town 

centre of Swakopmund on Namibia's fascinating Skeleton Coast. Occupying a quiet corner of Swakopmund's old 

town near the marine museum and the old brewery, it offers the charm and intimacy of a family-run B&B . Within a 

few minutes from the guest house you can walk to beaches, cafés, restaurants, lively pubs, Swakopmund tourist 

attractions and a variety of interesting shops and markets in the town.There are just 7 en-suite double rooms set 

around a lovely garden and 2 of the rooms can accommodate families of up to 4 people.  Each room has TV, 

tea/coffee station, fridge, safe and wifi.  Laundry facilities, along with off-street parking is available and makes this a 

good option for a 3* level of accommodation 

 
 

Sandwich Harbour 

Located roughly 50 kilometres from Walvis Bay, Sandwich Harbour is a natural lagoon framed by sand dunes on one 

side and the Atlantic Ocean on the other. It is a prime angling and bird-watching site, with countless sea birds coming 

to feed on the rich fish population, including rare white pelican and vivid flocks of pink flamingos.  

 

Walvis Bay Lagoon 

Walvis Bay’s calm natural lagoon is a twitcher’s paradise, teeming with roughly 50 species of seabirds, including vivid 

flocks of flamingos, bulky-billed pelicans and glossy black cormorants. It’s also a popular spot for windsurfing, 

kitesurfing and kayaking, while the promenade stretching for three kilometres along the water’s edge is a great place 

for a scenic stroll.  

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_21613
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Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 10:  Twyfelfontein Country Lodge, Twyfelfontein   
 

Day Itinerary 

Today, drive north along the Skeleton Coast stopping to view a shipwreck just south of Henties Bay and easily viewed 

by the shore; from here visit Cape Cross Seal Colony, where thousands of seals congregate on the beach before 

retracing your steps to Henties Bay and turning inland. You’ll drive past Brandberg, the highest point in Namibia and 

a huge massif rising up over the plains and onward to central Damaraland and Twyfelfontein where you can take a 

local guide to explore and view the etchings whilst learning a little of history of this ancient region.  Watch out for 

desert elephants found wandering around the dry riverbeds in dry season! Overnight in twin room on a dinner, bed 

and breakfast basis, all other meals and activities will be at client’s expense Approx 5hours  

 

Twyfelfontein is a site of ancient rock engravings in Damaraland, and Namibia's first UNESCO World Heritage Site 

(2007). It has one of the largest collections in Africa as well as one of the most note-worthy with around 2,000+, 

some thought to be around 6,000 years old!  It is believed that the creators of the rock art were the medicine people 

or shamans who incised their engravings as ameans of entering the supernatural world and recording the 

experiences, the process could prepare the shaman for a state of trance by the repetitive chipping and concentration 

of energy.  Etched into the rock are thus stories within stories, eternalised as a legacy 

 

Overnight: Twyfelfontein Country Lodge  View iBrochure 

The lodge is situated in the heart of the Twyfelfontein Uibasen Conservancy and offers 56 en-suite twin rooms, 4 

double rooms, 1 luxury suite, and 6 family rooms; the main lodge has the reception, lounge, curio shop, an open 

dining room, bar, curio shop, FOREX desk, waterhole for game viewing and swimming pool. In construction utmost 

care was taken to reduce the visual impact on the environment and to blend into the mountainside with the use of 

thatch roofs, natural stone and paint colours toning in with the surrounding rock formations. Credit cards are 

accepted and there is internet, but note there is no cell phone reception. Activities include afternoon nature drives 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_1563
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with sundowners, star gazing, morning excursion to Twyfelfontein engravings, walking trails and visits to Damara 

Living Museum. 

 
 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 11-12:  Khowarib Lodge and Safaris, Sesfontein   
 

Day Itinerary 

In the morning, drive to Khowarib situated on the “border” of Kaokoland/Kunene and Damaraland. The route leads 

you through wilderness area to the Khowarib Schulcht (Gorge), a narrow gorge in the dry Hoanib River and home to 

a few Damara and Herero families.  Whilst here perhaps enjoy a rock art excursion, nature drive, nature walk or 

birding trip (we recommend pre-booking an activity).  Approx 3.5-4.5hours 

 

Sesfontein, meaning ‘six fountains’, is home to six natural springs creating a lush oasis rising up from a barren 

landscape. Set in the Hoanib Valley and surrounded by mountains, Sesfontein is a harshly beautiful town dotted with 

acacia and mopane trees interspersed with spiky-leafed fan palms. The town serves as a good base from which to 

launch an exploration of the surrounding Kaokoveld. An old fort, constructed at the end of the 19th century, has 

been refurbished and converted into a comfortable lodge rich with atmosphere, and makes a great base to explore 

the southern reaches of the Kaokoveld. Don’t miss a trip to a local Himba village to learn about local customs and 

traditions and observe how these communities live in peaceful coexistence with wildlife and the natural surrounds. 

 

Overnight: Khowarib Lodge and Safaris   

Khowarib Lodge nestles on the banks of the Hoanib River in the magnificent Khowarib Gorge in north west Namibia. 

14 canvas chalets with en-suite facilities and private veranda project out from the river bank on stilts over the river 

bed providing unrivalled, shady views of the cliffs opposite. On the fringe of Kaokoland, the lodge offers a perfect 

jumping off point to explore the remote north west of the country, either independently or on one of the lodge's 

extensive guided tours. The immediate surrounding area of Damaraland has many rich and interesting activities and 
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from here you can enjoy the following: 

- Search for desert elephant in the Hoanib river area 

- Rhino tracking a short drive to the south of Khowarib 

- Nature walks in the Hoanib river beds and area surrounding the lodge. Opportunities to view the smaller creatures, 

birds and beautiful sceneries by foot 

- Meet the indigenous, nomadic Himba tribe in their villages to the north of the camps 

- Half Day Birding drives with local experts 

- Rock Art Excursions in Kaokoland and Damaraland 

The main lodge is home to the restaurant and lounge area, curio shop, and has internet facilities - this is a good 

option to stay in to explore the area.  Note there is no air con 

 
 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 13-14:  Epupa Falls Lodge, Kunene   
 

Day Itinerary 

Continue to the most northerly point – the Kunene River creates the border between Namibia and Angola and where 

water provides a much-needed relief to man and animal alike, casting an oasis through the desert landscape.  You’ll 

spend two nights here on a bed and breakfast basis giving you time to explore.  Although Epupa Falls are certainly 

not the biggest or highest in Africa, they do have their own signature when it comes to a seasonal waterfall, the 

attractive scenery lures visitors to a series of cascades, where the Kunene River drops just 60m over a distance of 

about 1.5km. They subsequently divide into a mass of channels that form a myriad of rock pools and the region 

attracts many species of birds in a unique desert setting. Approx 5+hours 

 

One of just five perennial rivers in Namibia, the Kunene is an invaluable source of water for the local Himba people, 

and it has been the mainstay of their existence for hundreds of years. For travellers, the river’s most striking feature 

is the Epupa Falls, which cascade over a distance of more than a kilometre downstream, with a total vertical drop of 

around 60 metres. Enhanced by richly coloured rocks, a variety of trees including wild figs, baobabs and makalani 
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palms it's spectacular in its own right. White water rafting and kayaking are both popular pursuits on the Kunene but 

it's also a good place for birding with endemics in the region. A captivating area where the arid desert blends with 

the river and a number of Himba settlements are located in the region enabling tourists the chance to interact. 

 

Overnight: Epupa Falls Lodge   

Visitors descending on the Kunene River are welcomed by a lush oasis of Makalani palms and Baobab trees and the 

Epupa Falls appear quite unexpectedly as a spectacular surprise! Epupa Falls Lodge has a prime location being the 

closest to the falls. 

Each room has mossie net, solar power, and en-suite facilities (4 twin/1 double). The lodge has a restaurant, laundry 

and internet facilities (no swimming pool), but remember you are in a remote location so the lodge is relatively basic 

against those further south in Namibia.  

 
 

Alternate: Kapika Waterfall Lodge   

Kapika Waterfall Camp is a stones throw away from the amazing Epupa Falls. With its scenically beautiful 

surroundings, Epupa is one of Namibia’s prime tourist destinations. The falls are a series of cascades where the 

Kunene River drops a total of 60m over a distance of about 1.5km, dividing into a multitude of channels and forming 

a myriad of rock pools. It is possible to swim in these pools, but keep a lookout for crocodiles! With its richly-

coloured rock walls, variety of trees including wild fig, baobab and waving Makalani palms, spectacular sunsets and 

perennially flowing waters it's a stunning spot - and quite different to much of the rest of Namibia.  There are 10 

twin bedded chalets, with en-suite bathrooms, mossie nets, tea/coffee station and private terrace overlooking the 

Kunene River.The main lodge has a restaurant, bar and swimming pool with deck, and internet is available in the 

reception area. Join activities such a short sundowner drive, nature walks, visits to local Himba communities, bird 

watching and rafting.3*  Note there is no credit card facility. 

 
 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 
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Day 15:  Ongula Village Homestead Lodge, Ovamboland   
 

Day Itinerary 

Onto Ongula Village Homestead located in the densely populated Owamboland region where you have the 

opportunity to experience authentic village life at an Owambo homestead. The first thing that strikes visitors to this 

part of Namibia is the abundance of people, unlike the rest of the country this is a densely populated region. People, 

livestock, shebeens (bars) and markets are everywhere, seemingly all existing harmoniously in unplanned chaos. 

Overnight dinner, bed and breakfast with activities at own expense and the chance to interact with one of the most 

prolific tribes and regions of the country.  Approx 4-4.5hours 

Ovamboland is very different from the rest of Namibia with an environment which allows for crop farming and hence 

has a significantly higher population, indeed more than half of the country’s population lives in this unique part of 

Namibia. The landscape is mostly flat and monotonous with scattered small settlements and when the rains are 

good Owamboland is covered with large pans. Most of the Ovambo are small-scale farmers working the poor soils by 

hand. Oshakati is the biggest town in the region and to the south is the Etosha National Park which is accessible via 

the King Nehale Gate. Aside from agriculture people earn income selling their local art ware – intricately weaved 

baskets, pottery, beautiful jewellery and animal wood carvings. 

 

Overnight: Ongula Village Homestead Lodge  View iBrochure 

Communal tourism is still in the fledgling stages however, an increasing number of indigenous people are starting to 

take fate into their own hands by getting actively involved in the tourism industry. One such example is the Ongula 

Traditional Homestead Lodge near Ohangwena. Built within the boundaries of an active homestead, it's the first 

lodge in Namibia to introduce visitors to the authentic, traditional lifestyle of the Ovambo - the largest cultural group 

in the country. There are four luxury rondavels (twin-bedded) with en-suite facilities, tea/coffee station, mossie 

nets/gauze sliding doors and an each with an enclosed veranda.  The main lodge is located nearby with 

bar/restaurant and boma (open fire place).  The live homestead also offers a pottery-making cave, participation in 

traditional basket-weaving open-fire cooking, cattle-herding and day-pot making.  A crafter will assist you in creating 

a gift to take home.  Additional day trips include visits to Nakambale Museum, bottle recycling plants, village 

expeditions, sheeben visits and communal court proceedings - the aim is for visitors to understand a local way of life 

rather than simply visiting a "museum"! 

 
 

Oshiwambo Homestead Tour 

Learn the set-up of a homestead. Learn about the importance of cultivating the lands (seasonal activity). Learn the 

use of many endemic trees and their use by the Owambo people Mahangu (Pear millet) – The staple food of the 

Owambo people; used in their traditional food and drinks – take part in the pounding of MahanguExperience the 

local distillery and learn how they make ‘Ombike’ schnapps or grappa as called by many.  Basket weaving and 

pottery – Join the Owambo woman as they demonstrate their weaving and pottery making skills 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_29199
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Village Walk 

The Ongula Village Walk will usher you to different places in the community, have an insight look in local 

homesteads and learn how to pound mahangu and where the local people collect water and fire wood. Explore the 

wide range of trees, shrubs and their use in the community. Enjoy an atmospheric sundowner under a marula tree 

and listen to the voices in the surrounding. 

Village sun downer – at the local cuca shops; situated a stone thrown away from the lodge, you get a glimpse of the 

night life or social life of the locals as you chat to them or get to understand their local brews and the more modern 

drinks like beer and so forth. 

 

Restaurant 

Traditional cuisines designed for you. Also cater for other requests such as lunch packs or your comfortable meal  

Town Visit to Ondangwa and the surroundings 

Duration: Half day Morning back late afternoon 

Nakambale Museum – A legacy from the finnish missionaries who settled in the area in the 1800’s. 

Open Market – an opportunity for guests to buy Owambo souvenirs and see how the local do their trades. 

Ohanje Craft Centre – visit the local as they engage in making crafts from recycled materials. A stop over for a picnic 

lunch before proceeding. 

Oshigambo river – the tour is concluded with a visit to Oshigambo river as you learn the fauna and the amazing flora 

and the historical activity that took place in the 1800’s and 1900’s. 

 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 16:  Namutoni Resort, Etosha East   
 

Day Itinerary 

Onward to Etosha, one of the best game reserves in Southern Africa and home to many species of game including 

lion, cheetah, leopard, elephant, hyena, giraffe, and many types of antelope including the endemic black faced 

impala.  Enter from the north of the park at the little-used King Nehale Gate and game drive to Namutoni via the 

Andoni Plains.  Recommend driving around Fischers Pan. Approx 3hours to gate. Game drives vary 
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In the vast arid space of Northern Namibia lies one of Southern Africa’s best loved wildlife sanctuaries. The Etosha 

National Park offers excellent game viewing in one of Africa’s most accessible venues. Zebra and springbok are 

scattered across the endless horizon, while the many waterholes attract endangered black rhinoceros, lion, elephant 

and large numbers of antelope. Etosha, meaning ‘place of dry water’, is encloses a huge, flat calcrete depression (or 

pan) of about 5,000km². The ‘Pan’ provides a great, parched, silver-white backdrop of shimmering mirages to an 

area of semi-arid savannah grassland and thorn scrub. The pan itself contains water only after very good rains and 

sometimes for only a few days each year, but is enough to stimulate the growth of a blue-green algae which lures 

thousands of flamingos. 

 

Overnight: Namutoni Resort  View iBrochure 

The lodge centres on an old German Fort overlooking the King Nehale waterhole and an elevated decked walkway 

links the fort which houses the restaurant, shop and bar area to the rooms and swimming pool. Look out for families 

of banded mongoose and jackal! Accommodation is provided in comfortable double rooms or bush chalets. 

Namutoni is situated on the east aspect of Etosha National Park with entry/exit via Von Lindequist Gate and close to 

Fischers Pan - a great location for birders in summer as many birds migrate here for summer including flamingos 

which come to breed and the blue crane. Internet/wifi available with possible charge 

 
 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 17:  Halali Resort, Etosha National Park   
 

Day Itinerary 

Today, game drive across to Halali stopping at Etosha Pan viewpoint to appreciate the endless vistas and shimmering 

mirages - it's one of the few places where you can get out of your vehicle and wander around!  Continue to Halali to 

overnight, during the dry season the floodlit waterhole attracts many species of game including large herds of 

elephant, plains game as well as predators such as lion, leopard and hyena...  

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_1593
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The Etosha National Park is Namibia's premier game viewing experience, situated in the north of Namibia and in the 

heart of the park is Etosha Pan - a chalky, white depression covering an area of 5000sq kilometres. Vegetation ranges 

from dense bush to open plains attracting a diversity of wildlife including one of the largest growing populations of 

black rhino in the world. Look out for endangered species including cheetah and lesser-known black-faced impala, 

along with herds of elephants, lion, hyena and leopard. Antelope species range from kudu, oryx, wildebeest and 

springbok - in fact there's 114 species of mammals, along with around 340 species of birds. Dry season guarantees 

sightings at waterholes and the main rest camps have floodlit waterholes to ensure endless viewing. Within the park 

are several public rest camps catering for budget to mid-range level of accommodation. There are several smaller 

establishments on the outskirts of the park on private land offering a more intimate and comprehensive experience. 

All of these establishments offer excellent value for money. 

 

Overnight: Halali Resort   

Strategically located halfway between Okaukuejo and Namutoni inside Etosha National Park, Halali is situated at the 

base of a dolomite hill, amongst shady mopane trees and a Government run rest camp. A flood-lit waterhole is 

viewed from an elevated vantage point and during dry winter months provides exceptional wildlife viewing 

throughout the day and into the night and it's not unusual for elephant, rhino, hyena and various species of game to 

be seen. Accommodation is provided in family chalets, two and four bed bush chalets and standard rooms - all with 

en-suite facilities and overlook the natural surroundings of dry, pan like areas. Facilities include a restaurant, bar, 

small shop, swimming pool, kiosk and camping facilities. Watch out for honey badgers around the rooms and 

campsite - it's a great location for them.   

 
 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 
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Day 18:  Taleni Etosha Village, Etosha South   
 

Day Itinerary 

Enjoy more game driving this morning - drive further west towards Okaukuejo, the main rest camp within the park 

and from here drive to Andersson's Gate and depart Etosha. Tonight, you'll be just outside the park where you spend 

a further night  

 

The national park can be accessed via the southern entrance at Andersson’s Gate and the central point is Okaukuejo 

Resort. Visitors can catch a glimpse of abundant wildlife including: lion, giraffe, elephant, white and black rhino, and 

a multitude of plains game. Popular activities include: game drives, tracking rhinos on foot, guided nature walks, or 

watch the sunset over this magnificent landscape. Just outside the national park is the upmarket Ongava Private 

Reserve, as well as a number of mid-level accommodation and camp sites. 

 

Overnight: Taleni Etosha Village  View iBrochure 

Situated only 2km from the Andersson entrance gate to Etosha National Park, Etosha Village uniquely combines 

affordability with comfort, style and exquisite cuisine. 40 individual canvas suites are constructed on wooden decks 

and offer a fully air-conditioned bedroom with an unique semi-open en-suite bathroom. Two small children (under 

12) can be accommodated with their parents on a convertible bunk berth. All units are also equipped for self-

caterers, complete with an open-air kitchenette, fridge, kettle and an outside seating area with barbeque. Facilities 

include an unique open-plan bar with big screen television, 2 sparkling pools plus a kiddie pool, a restaurant with as 

well as a fully stocked utility and curio shop. Explore Namibia’s animal kingdom with guided excursions to Etosha 

National Park or use it as a base to self-drive. wifi 

 
 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_10516
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Day 19:  Okonjima Plains Camp, Okonjima Nature Reserve   
 

Day Itinerary 

After a leisurely breakfast, drive south to Okonjima, home of the AfriCat Foundation, to overnight at Plains Camp, in 

twin share standard room on dinner, bed and breakfast basis, with one activity per person included.  Here you will 

have the chance to witness one of the best conservation programmes in Namibia.   Upon arrival and check in, a 

member of staff will discuss your options and what activity best suits your interests - we have indicated some of the 

activities you can choose from Approx 2.5-3hours 

 

Halfway between Windhoek and Etosha lies the well-known Okonjima Nature Reserve. The 22 000 ha Nature 

Reserve is surrounded by 96 km of fence and was finally completed in 2010. Okonjima is home to AFRICAT, a 

Carnivore Conservation, which gives the captive carnivores a second chance to be released back into the wild and to 

take the time it needs, to become a completely independent hunter - in a protected area right in the middle of 

commercial farmland! Also in the Reserve is a 2000 ha 'safe' zone around Plains Camp, Bush Camp, Bush Suite, the 

Omboroko Campsite as well as the PAWS Environmental Education Centre. 

Overnight: Okonjima Plains Camp  View iBrochure 

Not only is Okonjima a luxury lodge, but is also home to The AfriCat Foundation, a non-profit organisation, 

committed to long-term conservation of Namibia's large carnivores, especially cheetahs and leopards and a visit will 

give you an opportunity to witness some of AfriCat's work. Plains Camp design honours the Okonjima cattle-farming 

history - in the early 1920’s, Okonjima became a cattle farm and was bought by Val (VJ) & Rose Hanssen in 1970. 

They were well-established Brahman breeders and continued to farm cattle until the need for solutions to increasing 

livestock losses became pertinent and post-independence interest in Namibia as a tourist destination, escalated. In 

1993, the herds of Brahman and Jersey cattle were sold, changing the face of Okonjima as well as that of Carnivore 

Conservation! Nowadays, clients enjoy a selection of activities that include tracking rehabilitated carnivores on foot; 

visiting the AfriCat Carnivore Care & Information Centre; and/or tracking leopards from a game–viewing vehicle. A 

guided Bushman Trail and birding/walking trails are also available. A superb first/last night destination and 

recommended. Facilities include swimming pool, curio shop, waterhole, free wifi.There is a choice of view rooms, 

standard rooms and the nearby garden rooms (these are a little further away from the lodge and part of old lodge - 

they are more traditional stone built). Note there is no air-conditioning. 

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/7357_8727
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Recommended 

Large Carnivore tracking on foot 

Leopard Viewing 

The AfriCat Foundation 

The Cheetah Project 

Large Carnivore tracking on foot  

Okonjima guests are invited to participate on foot in the radio-tracking of the rehabilitated Cheetahs, Wild Dogs or 

the Spotted Hyaenas on the Tracking Trail within the 20 000ha / 200km2 rehabilitation nature reserves. PLEASE 

NOTE: Tracking of the rehabilitated carnivores in the 200km2 Okonjima Reserve is reserved for guests staying at one 

of Okonjima's lodges. 

 

Leopard Viewing  

Leopards are frequently seen, giving visitors an opportunity to observe these magnificent predators that are ‘radio-

tracked’ from our game-viewing vehicles. The leopards roam freely and catch their own prey within the 20 000ha / 

200km2 rehabilitation nature reserves. These cats however, are notoriously people-shy and sightings are not 

guaranteed. 

 

The AfriCat Foundation  

AfriCat is a non-profit organisation set up to conserve and protect threatened cheetah, leopard, and other wild 

carnivores of Namibia.  Visitors will be able to observe some of this programme at work and learn more about these 

amazing and beautiful animals. 
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The Cheetah Project 

 Offers visitors a valuable insight into the ‘welfare work’ of The AfriCat Foundation. [DAY-VISITORS will now be able 

to observe some of this programme's work and learn more about these endangered, amazing & beautiful animals!] 

 
 

Included 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 20:  Departure   
 

Day Itinerary 

Return to Windhoek, perhaps stopping at Okahandja craft markets where you can barter for African wooden crafts 

before continuing to the city to drop off your vehicle and take your onward connection. Note the drive is around 

2.45hours to city, plus approx 40mins to airport plus time for to drop off the car. We do not recommend flights prior 

to mid-afternoon. End of services 

Consultant Notes 

As with all car hire companies if you have an accident and they prove you were negligent– for example - speeding 

then the zero excess becomes void and you are liable.  You will complete the contract and discuss any extras with 

the car rental company upon collection of the vehicle – please check the vehicle carefully as you are responsible for 

it thereafter. If you have any problems with the car whilst you are on the road please contact them directly. With all 

car rentals you will need to provide your passport, driving licence (written in English or an international licence), as 

well as supply credit card for refundable deposit. A GPS is often available by the car rental companies (at clients’ own 

expense), however, we do find that due to our road network system (and small population), it is not normally 

required, we realize this is a personal preference and are happy to pre-book for you.   Please do not drive 

around/after sunset 

Please note that this quote is based on the availability of both accommodation/ vehicle and on the understanding 

that no trip has been booked.  Should we need to use alternative options the price and itinerary is subject to change 

Travel times:  When we give travel times in the itinerary please note these are a guideline and perhaps will only in 

one brief stop travelling at average speed – some clients will drive slower or stop multiple times enjoying longer 

breaks and therefore journeys will take longer.  We recommend most days when travelling onto another destination 

to leave after breakfast to allow plenty of time to arrive in plenty of time and enjoy the location 

Namibia is an incredible country to visit but please remember that we are in Africa and that not all standards are the 

same as you would get in Europe or other first world countries.  To the majority of our clients, that is part of the 

appeal of travelling to destinations such as ours.  If you are not comfortable with new challenges then you may wish 

to consider other companies or destinations. Please also note that due to the location of destinations, some long 

days are inevitable - you’ll travel on gravel roads which can vary in quality depending on the season and 
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maintenance work carried out – please do not drive off road as the Namibian landscape is extremely fragile and 

follow only well-defined roads (we provide you with a map and suggested route to take once bookings are 

completed with us, and try to ensure the most suitable/direct/scenic route is taken).  Deviating off existing roads not 

only spoils the scenery and enjoyment of others, but also destroys plants and small creatures, note that the majority 

of vehicles have a tracking device and should you damage your vehicle in any way and the route deemed unsuitable 

you will be held liable for the damage.  More details regarding how to drive on gravel roads and in 

Namibia/surrounding countries is given with our “car rules and regulations” document issued with your self-drive 

confirmation 

Money: The currency in Namibia is the Namibia Dollar, which is fixed to and equals the South African Rand on a 1-1 

basis.  The dollar and SA Rand are the only legal tender in Namibia and both are used freely, however the Nam dollar 

is not legal tender in South Africa and we recommend that you exchange your money prior to departing Namibia 

Credit Cards: Visa and MasterCard are generally accepted in shops and restaurants in towns and many lodges.  Use 

of credit cards may incur an additional fee.  Occasionally lines may be down and services not available particularly in 

remote destinations and payment will need to be in cash 

Cash: South African rand can be purchased in advance. The Namibia dollar is not an international currency and 

therefore can only be obtained in country. Cash is available at ATM machines using credit card and pin number. 

There is FX bureau upon arrival at International Airport for those arriving by air and can be worth obtaining prior to 

arriving in city.  It is customary to tip in Namibia, usually, around 10% at restaurants. A tip box is normally found in 

the reception in lodges 

Safety:  As with every destination safety tips needs to be adhered to; we strongly recommend you use a safe in a 

hotel/lodge or lock up your valuables when you are not in the room; when in a vehicle do not leave valuables on 

display but tucked away and out of sight.  It is also better to have copies of passports, money; cards etc split 

between travellers so if anything unexpected happens and a bag is lost or stolen then other funds/cards are 

available, you may also wish to consider using a money belt/neck wallet.  We suggest you leave valuable jewellery at 

home – you won’t need it while travelling.  A padlock for your luggage is also recommended  

Booking & payment: When you have decided on a trip a booking form will need to be completed, signed and 

returned to us and we will enquire regarding availability and advise you. Once we have taken deposit, a confirmation 

is sent to you, advising you of the services agreed and booked.  Payment is due approximately 6 weeks (sometimes 8 

weeks depending on the supplier) prior to departure.  Exchange 4 free, bank transfers and MasterCard/Visa are all 

accepted forms of payment but please ensure there are sufficient funds and your bank is aware of the transaction 

about to take place (if you are paying via credit card), in this day and age many banks will withhold money as a 

safeguard against fraud and this delay can be critical particularly if you are booking at short notice.  Please also allow 

for payment to process and if paying via bank transfer to include all bank fees, note we are unable to confirm 

bookings/trip until funds have cleared into our account, any delay may see a cancellation in your trip and booking 

released.   

Dietary: We can assist with booking of various dietary requirements or food allergies but we appreciate your details 

when you book with us (or with your agent) and we will advise the appropriate lodges. Please be aware that the 

choice and options may not be as great as your home country.   

Weather: Please note that in winter evenings and nights in particular can be very cold we recommend layered 

clothing – day time temps can be 25°C so t-shirts and shorts is great for then but thermals are very useful for 

evenings/night.  Summer temperatures can exceed 40°C but also bring our rainy season so a lightweight rain jacket is 
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handy, as with most places layering is the most recommended way of clothing – please ensure you pack your clothes 

in plastic bags and ensure cameras/electrical equipment is suitably protected 

Climate: The African sun is very strong. Please use a factor 30 sunscreen and wear a hat. You should drink at least 3 

litres of water per day to avoid dehydration. It can also get very cold during winter months on this route 

Electrical: plugs are 220V and are 3 pin (round pin as opposed to square pin).  Adaptors can be purchased in 

Windhoek and most international airports; they are the same as South Africa if you are shopping in home country or 

at airport. Some lodges will also offer 2pin sockets or adaptors but please do not rely on this, it is much better to 

bring your own. It is possible to re-charge batteries at most lodges but clients must be responsible for security of 

their possessions  

Insurance: It is essential that you purchase comprehensive personal travel insurance before you embark on your 

holiday, medical insurance is insufficient. Travel insurance is for your own protection and should include evacuation; 

we also recommend full cover for baggage loss etc and consider it to be an essential part of modern international 

travel.  We recommend www.worldnomads.com as an insurance option. If you have credit card insurance – please 

contact your bank for these details prior to arriving in-country.   

Health: Namibia is a low risk malarial destination, but we recommend that seek professional medical advice to 

enable you to make decisions on personal malaria protection.  Note Etosha is officially a malarial area (low risk), 

please discuss with your doctor and obtain any necessary protection before departing your home country.  No 

vaccinations are required by law for the countries being visited on this tour though we recommend clients are up to 

date with vaccinations of TB, hepatitis, polio etc 

Water: All tap water in Namibia has been purified or comes directly from boreholes and is safe to drink.  Tap drinking 

water is generally safe to drink but bottled mineral water is easily available at shops and rest camps should you 

prefer to drink this, at some lodges it is provided 

Visas: The onus is on the client to organize all visas required for clients prior to departure.  Please ensure that your 

passport is valid for at least six months after your scheduled departure date country of travel and has sufficient 

empty pages. If this is not the case, there is a danger of being turned away by the Immigration Service on arrival at 

the airport – assuming your airline has agreed to bring you and risk a fine in the first place.  The Company cannot be 

held liable for any necessary visas or other travel documents not held by the clients.  Please also note that if your 

passport requires a visa for the countries you visit and multiple entries if necessary, you will need to carry your 

passport with you during the trip 

Responsible Tourism: When we put together an itinerary for you, our aim is to try to ensure you have the experience 

of a lifetime, we strongly believe in low impact or positive impact tourism.  Furthermore, our responsibility to the 

country/ies you visit and the environment is to try our best to ensure that all benefit – whether that is a small, local 

operator, local community or conservation programme. Your itinerary may include visits a “local community/village” 

which will enable you to directly assist and barter for a piece of jewellery; perhaps overnight at a locally-owned 

campsite or lodge; maybe a local guide takes you to a place of interest or site; or visit an organization set up to 

protect endangered animals and species that occur naturally in the country.  We will give you an insight into these 

initiatives but if you want more information please ask. Note that these initiatives vary according to the region 

travelled and what is available), remember your safety and enjoyment is also of paramount importance so we will 

not for example, use a camp site located in a place we consider unsuitable.  Please also follow some of the notes we 

issue in our pre-departure information to minimise the effects of negative tourism on local cultures (respect for 

others and their beliefs etc). Generally, we prefer not to use large, international hotel chains as much of the revenue 

leaves the country but again, should you prefer this option we are happy to oblige.  
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Pre and Post Tour Accommodation:  If you require accommodation before or after your tour we can arrange  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
Tel: +264 61 309387 Fax: + 264 61 220885 

Email – info@chameleonholidays.com  Web - www.chameleonholidays.com 
Skype- chameleon.holidays   Facebook – Chameleon Holidays 


